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Be s arned: this seemingly serene corner ol
Engiand has more than a felv surprises in store.

Vlords by He en Werini Photography by Rob n W€avel

'Let Shropshire surprise you "

the tourst bumph said Whatwe
hadn't reckoned on was having
chills sent do'dn ourspines at
a cold War exhibition by the
knowledge thatwe were never
more than four m nutes av/ay from
annihiaton Or, forlhat matte!
edging blindly through a pitch

b ack tunneland emerging in a
narow s ippery gorge beneath a
fantasy land of grottoes, caves,

iowering bridges and monuments
Th s was allcompounded by the
sense that we were in a remole
part ofEngland, a feeling hit home

by noi be ng able to see a hamlet,

village, indeed any deve opment
from our 100ft viewpoint on a

Samuel Johnson, w(h whom
I have a fascination, reckoned
Shropshire to be'abounding
wth striklng scenes and terrifc
grcndeui. With the thought ol
the rejuvenated mood lve always
retLrrned in on previous visits

to the county, you can perhaps
apprec ate that the lure of
Shropsh re was irresistible

We eased into our itinerary
wanderng th rough gorgeous
'rooms' of blooms at one of
the loveliest gardens we have
ever visited We certainly
werenl surprised by BBC
Gardenerc' Wond presenter
Chrs Beardshaw's desciption of
Wollerlon O d Nall as possibly the

most beautiful persona garden

creaied in the last 25 years" What
came as a surpriseio mewas the
appealthai each rcom held for
our teenage daughter, Sophie.

Camera constanty clcking she

skrpped enthusiastically from one

dazzlingly bright display to the
next, capturing the exuberance
ofthetu ps and orentalpopp es

There's so much inspiration and
so many design ideas here to take
home Beyond an arch behind

a wall or atthe end ofa lormal
yew wa k we moved between
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sund al and rose gardens, a wel garden

and a shade garden, past t nkling
water features and summerhouses
surounded by the mosi exiraord nary

Our appreciat on of another iabulous
garden at Hodnet Hal was on y s ighlly
dampened bythe onsetof rain Aslhe
heavens opened the weather brought
an added bonus. that glorious y heady
smel of flowers and grass ndeed l'd
been warned ihat the gorgeous scents
hit you on leaving the parkrng area
spentihe entire afternoon with my nose
n sodden bushes and soggy b ooms

tak ng in the r periume. whle Soph e
eapt over stepprng stones and bridges
acrossihe Parad se Poo and a p ke
poo and dodged drifts of ial ng petals

a ong the magno a wa k We skirted
an ear y 17th centLrry t the barn and

dovecote to reach a k tchen garden

Th s as you d expect stirred !p empty
slomachs so r/e beat a speedy retreat
io the tearooms ior some coffee and
.a(es Nad !he vr'eather been br ghter
,e co! d have enroveo rhem ar a tabre

,rre based o!rse ves near [4ar(e1
t.avio. w1h :s landmark bultercross
I824 and sevelai'1€ b ack and (.le

:!. c -gs n. !d ng the T..dof !.- s€ :.lr
:fe lrbolt s No!se ttcL.gh these r,...
_a!. to act !e ! seek olr a nong tie
,s-a I gh s:reel scene -rr s olrrerw se
'_oile:t:.r/" s .13 .. io iame s as the
^.me .f ! noerDreai Aie- brea(fast

So not ennre y reassured she
bau ked at the dea of go ng ns de an

a ress and d mLy t concr€le roomlvhrch
shLrddered and shook wth the rep cated
soLrnd oi a nLr. ear atiack By the t me

she emerged ircm the vasi underground
.omD ex she !r'as lul oi enthus asm
3sDec a y as she iad home'/r'or( on tr^e

sLDle.t oJ :Lr. ear lfar -h s v s t tr/ou d

ilein te tr g ve feressa\r the :.]ge
:s srre 'ead , bo!t lire gc!er" nenl s
Ie.e'ar ons fc, .!. ear /rar e:'ned
rf t"E ves .i t"csE rho ior(ed here
:.d elp orel a maze .f eer e 'ooms
: ed !rlh fe sr pporr ec! pment a

rE..i:a - nat on rn r and e!e. a :::

--e .JEp er dc., d h3!e been an

!ni re v se r..r1a ned .entre of reg ora

Sovernment .ad iuc ear 'rar broken oLri

rr* e s: ra: nc i.. :.p- e :. ! -er.:
from -e s -,mber :n. .rr r ere_ njs
rere sDeii sr. rq t.e torp.-..irle
SrrcoE,r, l_r St ..si .E L: nn aana
ilte..:!r.ast rozers.ir., d!.k nSS

'la11.! a._.s: ttr r:i! :ie on y so!nC
:h:t or : iero.: .: i! t i ne y t.c<
..r.e.f ! !r. ( _r t

:,ch!.ia- a J.;.i. l.p.e.d
:r.::..c-3af! -.! in rl_--:.::ro s had

ssir r' i.rrq! state
:o t ,as a. r! a .r..ri i!: .ar an a arf
sfr-c<nir - :r-rj -nnLrtesio

J-E - [i];.: r.f!ss tae
:o cer 1:. ti::- e-.:, -;,treH3ck
G-!-E. .!. -a.r ::. f.ir i,r.r !h mass !e

-lai , ni,.., nc e!oer ef.e b ed as

. ihe ier'or .i a i.r. -.ar ;ital]k, thou
iie rail at on r !"1 s.!'! . st a b t
.h,.esv b!r he nc sv rra'n ng and
ubLqu to!s ye Low and brack radra! on
warn ns s gns - !^/ere more tha n enoLrgh

to scare soph e an go no to get

rrad aied? she keot ask nq desp te
our r€peat€d den a s wnc co! d blame
her, She d read the loLnsl bl!rb r/hrch
. a med that the on y th ng m ss ng irom
the exper en.e s the rad at on s ckness
and a s ow nqer nq death
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and was b! tto survve a one megaton
exposon l./1 embers ofthe Roya
Obseruer Corps worked from here we
st!d ed a n!c ear fa lout d sp ay on a
\tallwh ch wou d plot rad oactve tallout
Among other ntr gu ng d splays s a
le ephone w th a green hand e whrch
wou d have been used as a hoi ne to
the Queen n the event of a n!c ear
emergency The generators here cou d

s!pply enough to ghl up a sma town
yel al that s v s b e irom the oltsrde is
an aer al mast for the transm tt ng and
rece v ng eq! pmeni and a concrete

By now Soph e was rntngued hence
the sLrccess of o!r v st next day to RAF
Muse!m Cosford (free entry). n tially
p anned for her dad Robrn. to look at

the mpressNe d splays
of more than 75 aircraft

Beyond the vast ha ls

hous ng. among others.
flying legends such
asiheworldsodest
Spiinre the massive
Belfast transport craft
rockets erperrmenta

tets and a Red Arows
Gnat ay the Nat ona
Cold War Exh bitron
What a iasclnatrng and
deep y disconcei(ng
experence th s was a

rea eye opener The exh b tion rea iy
h ts home the tens ons betlveen the

ln need of some up ift ng we took
oiito Hawkstone Park Fo les We'd
astvsrted soon aiter ( was reopened
n 1993 and rnstant y regretted leavrng
o!r o der children wth grandparents
know ng that they wou d ove a I the
h dey holes and t ny paths through the
fo iage ead ng to tlre spooky groitoes

Sophre. who lkes to clinrblrees and
rocks and explore caves was n her
e emeni at Hawkslone Desp te not
usua Y rkng any andscapewthout
so mLrch as a bump or a h lock
was ntr gued by the vrew across lo

Wa es havng c mbed
aro!nd 150 sleps up

the s end er 
^,lonumenl(1795) m sirl puzz ng

overtlre ca mthat 12

countes can be seen
from tlre top though

Nawkstone Park Folles.
ihe shortest ofwhrch s

one hour the longesi

cou dn t tell you wlr ch
we took there were so
many d stracl ons and
ent c ng paths and steps
eading this way and

that lm nol even sure
that we saw every,ih ng

One momeniwe'd be
slrollng ihe Terrace Wa k

lard oui on top ofa high
naiura c ifiopposte
Grolto N lt the nexl we d
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be creep ng through a hermrts summer
residence Names like The Squeeze
The Alvlu Preclp ce Shrp s Beak and
Rusnc Sofa lured us onwards At one
pornt negot atrng some rather s] ppery
steps nto a chasm we lost s ght of
Soph e and then lreard her vorce
com ng from hrgh above us There
she was perched on the natrowesl of
footbrdges known as the Swss Brdge
lcould on y be thankfu thatthe brdge
was rebu t three years ago before that.
t had only one handrar

As we approached the grot(o we
cou d hear sq!ea s of laughter coming
from ins de The grotto s thought to
have been a ffth century copper m ne
Now d rs a de ghtfu ly conius ng myr ad
oi passageways and p lars Eventua ly
we found a tufne wh ch ed down and
down to what s ca ed The Serpentne,
the g oomy gorge w(h moss c rng ng to
ts dr pp ng s des Soph e once we d

caught up wth her at ast. raved ove

wrvw.Srrop$irstourism.co,uk

www.har*donspakfollie&co.uk

www.Mnelhallgadofl s.org

www.ryoil€rtonddhallgard€n.cqn

wwwhekgl€sn.co.uk

www,rafrnuseum.org

htFE#,$ w.iickr,com/gp/robin-
weaver/Wu824f/


